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BUDDING
STAR: Josh J
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A TEENAGER who performed the
opening act at Alicia Keys ‘Set the World
on Fire’ concert in Dubai has described
the gig as the most memorable
moment of his life.

Still buzzing from the show on Friday,
Joshua Job told 7DAYS: “It's the best
thing that’s happened to me, ever! It's
an experience I will never forget and I
hope to do it again.”

The 17-year-old student, who won a
competition on Virgin Radio, sang T'm
Yours’ by Jason Mraz and his self-
composed single ‘Katie’, which he
described as a “bit of reggae with a
pop influence and a special guitar
tapping stunt”.

Josh J, as he likes to be called, said he
had been practising his tunes non-stop
for the big day. “I spent every moment
of free time possible singing... even on
my walk to the school bus every
morning, and in the shower,” he said.

But the teen songwriter and singer
said nothing could have prepared him
for the experience of meeting Keys
in person.

Teen dream as he
ens for Keys

Singer buzzing after Alicia gig

By Megha Merani

“I'had a long list of things to say to her
and ask her, but everything just goes
out the window in her presence,” he
said. “She was brilliant. Her stage
presence and just everything about her
was so elegant and graceful and just
effortlessly flawless. It was simply an
indescribable experience to meet
someone like her. In the moment, all I
could remember to do was thank her
for letting me open for her.”

Meanwhile, Josh’s mother Philomena,
who lives with her parents aged 80 and
73, revealed how a well wisher
anonymously contributed two tickets
so the family could see Josh perform.

“My mum and dad are his biggest
fans. I felt so sad that they could not be
there to see his biggest moment
because I could not afford to buy them
tickets, as only the Dhs600 tickets were
available. But on Thursday afternoon
the bell rang and there was an envelope
with two front pit tickets,” she said.

megha@7days.ae

Students plan
for future at
career event

HUNDREDS of teens gathered in Dubai
to learn about ‘a day in the life’ of various
professionals, as part of an event
designed to encourage pupils to build a
plan for their futures.

Speakers from industries ranging from
music to medicine, along with university
advisers, academic consultants and
entrepreneurs, shared their experiences
with children aged 13 to 18 at
TeenPOWERment Day on Friday.

Hosted at the International Horizons
College, the event was organised by the
teens themselves with the support of
family and relationship coach MariaV
Chatila. Chatila, the brains behind
YouTube show Teens Talk, said the
concept was driven by the fact that four
out of five school students she spoke to
told her they didn’t know what career
they wanted to pursue.

Parents were turned away as the event
enforced a ‘strictly no parents’ rule to
allow the teens to ask questions without
feeling pressured by their mums and
dads. Students asked questions about pay
scales, what to study, available job
opportunities and everyday challenges.
Fifteen-year-old Yasmine told 7DAYS: “I'm
so confused about what I want to study so
talking to people about what they do is
really helpful. 'm still not sure what I
want to be, but at least now I know what I
don’t want. I've narrowed my options
down and will research the ideas.”
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